Downloading mIRC





mIRC can be a little confusing to load for the first time. I recommend you print out this information and start a special mIRC binder with tabs. When you become an addicted chatter like all the rest, you'll be learning so much that it'll be helpful to have a spot of reference for new tips and tricks.





1. mIRC is a program that requires downloading.  Go to http://www.mirc.co.uk/install.html





2. Scroll down until you see the blue bold words, DOWNLOAD SITES. Select it.





3. Select which Windows version you are running. Choose 16 bit (Windows 3.11) or 32 bit (Windows 95 and up).





4. Select an mIRC 5.4 site closest to where you live. Any of these sites will work, however it's said that you may receive faster and more reliable downloads choosing a place closest to you.





5. Select "save to disk" and allow the program to load onto your hardrive. And write down where you're saving it to. The Desktop is always easy to find. Ensure you run a virus check on it after downloading just to be sure. 





Once Downloaded





1. Find your mIRC icon. Double click on it to open the program.





2. You will now see the heading ABOUT MIRC with a guy's face. Click on the guy's face. (click on his nose for fun first; it squeeks)





3. You will now see MIRC SETUP.





a) Fill in your name, email address, give yourself an uncommon nickname, and an alternative nickname. If you choose a very common nickname, it may be registered by someone else and you may get booted off mIRC. If in doubt, enter a ^ or a number behind your chosen nickname. You can always change your nickname later again.





b) Click on the little down arrow in the first scroll area, and choose a DALNET server. It must be DALNET, not the others.





c) Select CONNECT TO IRC SERVER.





Sometimes the servers don't cooperate right away. You may get booted off or you may not connect. If this happens, simply try a different DALNET server.





If you do get on, a window will open that says MIRC CHANNELS FOLDERS. In the ENTER NAME OF CHANNEL TO JOIN, type in #Letterheads. (remember the s in Letterheads)





Poof! You're there! Enjoy! 





Once You're There





You know you have arrived to the right spot when you see along the top of the chat window, #Letterheads, and there's a topic posted by someone. If there are others in mIRC, the nicknames will appear to the right of the chat window. If your nickname is the only one there, that means you really are the only one there, or you may be *lagging. (see next paragraph)





At times the servers are really slow, so you may be there with others but if you can't see them, you may be *lagging. (means, the response time it takes for someone to see you and you see them) Trying another server that isn't lagging will correct this. But be aware, some nights are worse than others; sometimes all the servers lag badly, sometimes not. 





To try another server, click on the yellow folder above the chat window. It'll take you to your selection of servers once again. Just know that if you select another server, you will be disconnected from mIRC until your new server connects you again.





Introduce yourself and be prepared to stay online for many hours to come! :)
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